The Hope Centre Newsletter
ThankThank-you so much for your interest,
we are very glad to share the wonderful
things that have happened at the Hope
Centre recently.
With best wishes
Sally & Geraldine
Hope Online Project
We were successful with LARC (Local Action for
Rural Communities) funding to supply two
laptops and an IT tutor for a few hours so that we
can provide an on-line detox programme. This
has been very successful, in addition to the detox
we have been able to help with CVs, property
searches for the homeless and to reconnect one
man with his family.
From this same funding we have been able to
employ a counsellor who is very skilled in helping
people overcome their addictions.

“I was down and out and thought no one
was there to help me until I found The
Hope Centre. Now I know where I am, in a
much better place.” Mr A
Service Users
Attendance on both a Monday and Tuesday has
increased with 20 on Monday for hot drinks and
sandwiches and 25 for a full meal on a Tuesday.
Sadly we have had two deaths this year through
alcoholism, one man was a regular attendee and
his sad loss has had a profound affect on our
users, so much so that three people have started
a detox programme.

“No one judges you for the mistakes you
have made, simply, yesterday is past
today is a gift.”
Mr T
Sharing Success
Volunteers and trustees recently visited a centre
in Wells which has been running very successfully for a long time. We felt we could draw much
from their experience and were greatly helped
and advised by staff. You can view their work at
http://www.connect-centre.org.uk/
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Upgrading Facilities
Magna Housing has recently visited and kindly
donated £500 for us to install a shower. We are
hoping to find further funding to pay for the
renovation work and installation.
Local Support
The generosity of individuals and local churches
has ensured we can help meet clothing needs.
The local council has supplied us with sleeping
bags which have been particularly useful in the
cold weather.

“I was on a self destruct mission. I didn’t
like myself and my trust in people was
non-existent. Now I am able to love and
trust myself and others.”
Mr B

“When there was no hope, The Hope
Centre gave not only light at the end of
the tunnel but a belief that there is someone out there who cares. Thank-you”
Mr M
Vision for our Future
Our vision is to help prevent local young people
developing addictions. Recently we have had
discussions with school workers and councillors
and are hoping to open a place for young people
who will be referred to us. Together, working with
volunteers and agencies, we will provide a safe
friendly environment where activities and a meal
will be shared.

Alcombe Food Cupboard
In these times of economic hardship we have
been able to help many people with groceries
donated through the church and The Food
Cupboard at Alcombe.
Finding Homes
We have set up a scheme to help service users
with deposits for accommodation and credit
searches. Loans are repaid in small affordable
amounts by standing order. In some cases we
have been able to secure accommodation by a
bond agreement with the landlord, therefore
guaranteeing the money should the client default.

Success Story
One of our first ever service users will go to Bible
College in September which is very exciting.
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